
Julie Katrina Webb Steward
July 1, 1963 - October 14, 2021

Julie K. Webb Steward made her transition on Friday February 12, 2021.
Please encourage the Webb Steward family with words of love and
encouragement on our Tribute page. To send flowers or a memorial gift to the
family of Julie K. Webb Steward please visit our Sympathy Store. 

 

Julie Katrina Webb was born in Detroit, Michigan on July 1, 1963, the only
child born to the union of the late Walter Dakota and Mary Catherine Webb. 

 

At an early age, Julie studied classical ballet as well as classical piano. She
was always considered her piano teacher’s most accomplished student, was
electrifying to watch live, and placed in advanced piano competitions many
times. The Russian composer, Tchaikovsky, was her favorite to listen to and
play to. Attending Detroit Public Schools for all of her education, she excelled
academically as well. She was a brilliant mathematician, participated in math
clubs and choirs throughout school, and graduated with high honors from
Renaissance High School’s first graduating class in 1981. 

 

Even before graduating from high school, Julie was accepted to one of the
highest-ranking schools for music – Stanford University. She was in high
demand, because she was also accepted to her father’s alma mater, the
University of Michigan, and she entered Michigan’s School of Engineering in
the fall of 1981. Introduced to a passion for football by her father, Julie was a



football fanatic, watched football religiously, and became one of the biggest
“cheerleaders” for the University of Michigan’s football team – she went to
dozens of games, and watched on TV when she couldn’t get there. Absolutely
everybody knew where Julie would be during any and every Rose Bowl game.
And absolutely no one wanted to get a call from her, immediately after
Michigan had lost a game – it was not going to be pleasant. While at
Michigan, she also became a Kappa Sweetheart, a “little sister” organization
formed to support the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. 

 

Julie ultimately graduated from the University of Michigan with a Bachelor of
Arts in Psychology. And went to work at the Michigan Osteopathic Medical
Center for over a decade as a mental health worker. Upon leaving “MOMSIE,”
as the Medical Center was called by Detroiters, she also worked as a Data
Analyst for DTE and for an attorney. 

 

She continued her love of singing by taking her angelic voice into the
recording studio with family and friends to record several songs that were
given out as gifts. Julie absolutely loved the blues, introduced many of her
friends and family to the genre by taking them to local blues joints, and had a
keen ear for all good music. Some of her favorite artists were BB King, Etta
James, Yolanda Adams, Stephanie Mills, Melba Moore, and Deniece Williams.

If you knew Julie, you know that she was also a woman who was passionate
about animals, animal rights, and in particular, dogs and wolves. Her
childhood dog, Lulu, was the love of her life, and as an adult, she went on to
have her dogs, Hannibal, China and Nala. She also put her money where her
mouth was, and consistently donated to charitable organizations that teach
people about wolves, their relationship to the environment, and the human
role in conserving them. She once simply said, she liked the way wolf mothers
took care of their cubs. 

 



Julie married Maurice Steward, and from this union, two beautiful children
were born, Maurice and Jayla. And Julie definitely became a devoted mother
who took care of her cubs. They were her priority. She encouraged her
children, and never minded playing the role of a stage mom and a soccer
mom -- she was incredibly active in her children’s lives. She took Jayla to
dance, Delta Gems, cheer squad practice, and track; and took Maurice to
soccer, Kappa League, Big Brothers, and Boy Scouts. In fact, Maurice
achieved the ranking of Eagle Scout, a standing which only four percent of
Scouts reach. She was proud of her children, and of their accomplishments,
and as her daughter Jayla said of her, she “would make a way out of no way”
for them. 

Family was so important to Julie. An avid jogger, she used to jog over to her
beloved Aunt Tishie and Uncle Roy’s house to check on them. She diligently
kept in touch with her cousins, and considered them amongst her closest
friends. Even during these times of COVID-19, she still managed to socialize
with her family, by participating in monthly “family reunion” Zoom calls, and
frequently “watching football games” with her dad on the phone. 

 

As an adult, she was baptized at Hope United Methodist Church, and
volunteered at its Vacation Bible School every summer. 

Never let it be said that Julie wasn’t highly opinionated and the epitome of
stubborn. She could talk your ear off about any subject – animals, local
politics, relationships, or the state of black America and of course, her
children. She was sweet, loyal, protective, and selfless, and wanted to see
those she loved win. 

 

Julie leaves to mourn her passing: her son, Maurice Steward; daughter, Jayla
Steward; stepdaughter, Jasmine Steward; brother, Craig Jenkins; aunt,



Patricia Ryder Williams (Roy); and cousins: James Spearman (Peggy), Jerry
Webb (Lydia), Oliver Crump (Karen), Sheilah Clay (Harold), Walter Webb, Kim
Adams (Kevin), Paul White, Craig Spearman (Kim), Malik Marc-Levy Williams,
Lauren Ryder Williams (Myron), McKenzie Gadis (Chandler), and Harold Clay,
Jr.; and lifetime family friends, Thelma Dave, Juliana Dave Chevannes, and
Robert Dave, and a host of other friends and relatives.



Cemetery Details

Woodlawn Cemetery

19975 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, MI 48203

Previous Events

Family/Friends Time

OCT 23. 9:30 AM - 10:00 AM (ET)

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services
24585 Evergreen Rd
Southfield, MI 48075
(248) 702-5367
info@kempfh.com
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com

Funeral Service

OCT 23. 10:00 AM (ET)

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services
24585 Evergreen Rd
Southfield, MI 48075
(248) 702-5367
info@kempfh.com
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com

mailto:info@kempfh.com
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/
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Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services - October 23, 2021 at 09:41 AM

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services created a Webcast
Funeral Service in memory of Julie Katrina Webb Steward

September 27, 2022 at 08:40 PM

Julie Katrina Webb Steward

September 27, 2022 at 06:52 PM

Julie Katrina Webb Steward

Malcolm Black - October 23, 2021 at 11:31 AM

Julie and I were childhood friends. We periodically kept up with
each other throughout life. she told me she had been sick I am still
not ready for this day. Julie was a wonderful person and a wonderful
friend and I will truly miss her. I send my deepest condolences to
her children and family, 

  
Malcolm Black



JT

DC

Johna Treadwell - October 23, 2021 at 10:31 AM

Julie was a very loving mom. She served as a
parent asst. for the Hope Children’s Choir
when they were young and always made sure
Maurice was there to perform his duties as a
youth usher. She shall be missed! Much love
to Jayla and Maurice…oxox

Don C. - October 23, 2021 at 09:50 AM

Julie I am going to miss, calling you to let you know, when, and on
what channel Michigan is playing football or basketball. But I know
that you will be looking down, and smiling and cheering loudly, when
we beat those Buckeyes next month. :-) Rest in Peace. My most
sincere condolences to Maurice, Jayla and Julie's extended family. 

  
Don C.

Cherryl Thames - October 23, 2021 at 09:34 AM

My sincere condolences to the family and
friends. In time, may precious memories bring
you comfort and peace. Love, Cherryl
Thames
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Deborah Oates - October 23, 2021 at 09:33 AM

I send my love and prayers to Julie and her family. We spent many
nights over the years at Lauren Williams' family home having
spirited discussions and debates about any and everything. I have
very fond memories of those times and you. 
I will miss you! 
Debbie Oates

October 23, 2021 at 07:58 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Julie Katrina Webb Steward.

Kim Adams - October 23, 2021 at 12:24 AM

Kim Adams sent a virtual gift in memory of Julie
Katrina Webb Steward

https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Kim Adams - October 23, 2021 at 12:23 AM

Oh my dear Julie how you will be missed! What fond memories I
have from our childhood and all of the shenanigans played out with
all the cousins and sometimes just us two. I remember you being
there for me when I got married at 22 years old. You were there for
the bridal shower and you sang a beautiful song at the wedding with
your angelic voice. So many memories that I will cherish forever. I
remember the last time we spoke, you were always so upbeat no
matter how badly you may have felt and you always had a kind
word. Rest easy now with your parents. I will miss you forever.
Thank you for all the good times. 
 
Your cousin Kim Adams

SP

Saundra Powell - October 23, 2021 at 07:09 PM

I sang in the RHS choir with Julie. She was so talented and super nice
for an upperclassman lol. We were also Kappa Sweetheart sisters at
U-M. She was always a sophisticated and elegant lady, even at such a
young age. I know this is a great loss to her family and I pray that your
memories and love for Julie sustain you through this difficult time.

October 22, 2021 at 10:03 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Julie Katrina Webb Steward.

https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 22, 2021 at 12:09 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Julie Katrina Webb Steward.

October 22, 2021 at 11:41 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Julie Katrina Webb Steward.

Stacie Byrd - October 22, 2021 at 09:44 AM

My sweetheart of a friend who I used to cheat off her paper in
Spanish class because she was so so smart, intelligent and
beautiful. I'm going to miss her so much. We didn't speak often,
however; she knew she was mi amore and will always hold a space
in my heart. You WILL be missed!!!

October 22, 2021 at 06:45 AM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Julie Katrina Webb Steward.

https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jacques Lesure - October 20, 2021 at 08:59 PM

Julie was my “sister”. We were voted “Most Talented” at
Renaissance High School Class of 81. This picture is from the
yearbook. Julie was simply an angel. Sweet, ladylike, and very kind.
May her family be comforted during this time of mourning. Rest well
Sweet Julie. 
 
Terence Jacques Lesure

Stacie Byrd - October 22, 2021 at 09:50 AM

Jacques....Jacques...I know it hurts....and her boys...they should know
her Phoenix Family will always hold them down. May the Family find
comfort in this remarkable picture of such a Beautiful Lady...we
looooove you, forever!

October 20, 2021 at 08:32 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Julie Katrina Webb Steward.

Karla C. - October 20, 2021 at 07:52 PM

I went to High School with Julie & she was such a kind & gentle
soul. May she Rest In Peace.

https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Vonda - October 20, 2021 at 01:53 PM

Julie we back to Bagley Elementary School
and managed to finish high school together,
although our paths separated, you will always
be remembered as a kind, sweet person. We
all will miss you.

  
Vonda Jeter

 Renaissance High Class of 81


