James Baxter
May 7, 1948 - August 6, 2024

James Vincent Baxter was born May 7, 1948, in Danville, Kentucky to Homa
James and Augusta Lee Baxter. His Father and older sister, Patricia,
preceded him in death. When James was a young child, the family moved
from Kentucky to Detroit, in hopes to get him the best care for his eyesight. It
was here in Detroit that he was baptized at St. Stephen AME Church. James
served the church through various youth ministries, including, but not limited
to, altar boy, Youth Day Committee member, and youth church choir director.
He became a devoted boy scout at St. Stephen, eventually earning the rank of
Eagle Scout, the highest rank attainable through the Boy Scouts of America.
James was educated in the Detroit Public School System, graduating from
Northwestern High School in 1966.

In 1967, James and Patricia Marie Crouch were joined in holy matrimony at
St. Matthew AME Church, with the late Harold C. Huggins as the officiant. The
three children born to the union are Angela Keaton (Marcus), Cynthia Baxter-
Terrell (Damon), and Laura Bivins (John). James had three daughters and
took his role as a father seriously. There were several places in the community
who would refer to his daughters as "Baxter's Girls."

James Baxter worked hard and played hard. He spent majority of his career
working in factories in the Metro Detroit area. Always dependable and giving
his all, he was highly esteemed by his coworkers. For decades, James not



only played he won several trophies in different states for bowling and bid
whist tournaments. James absolutely loved fishing, gardening (he was
affectionately known as Farmer Baxter), camping, collecting tools, listening to
music (especially jazz), and watching movies. James always took pride in
dressing well and smelling good!

If you knew James well, you knew he cherished FAMILY over everything,
James called his mother every morning at the crack of dawn. He would drop
everything he was doing to help his family. When James became a
grandfather, all bets were off! He was "PawPaw With the Big Truck."

Though James is no longer with us on this earth, the fruits of the love he
planted lives on in those he left behind. In passing this life, James leaves to
cherish his precious memory: wife, Patricia; daughters, Angela Keaton
(Marcus), Cynthia Baxter-Terrell (Damon), and Laura Bivins (John); two lovely
granddaughters, Mya and Brooke; mother, Augusta Baxter; two sisters,
ShaShu Amen-Ra, Rhonda Todd (Herbert); two brothers, Michael Baxter
(Christine) and Kenneth Baxter (Margaret); his later in life partner, Sandra
Reed and her loving family, his long time buddy Michael Ray, and a host of
beloved aunts and uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends.



Previous Events

Family and Friends Hour

AUG 16. 12:00 PM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services
24585 Evergreen Rd

Southfield, MI 48075

(248) 702-5367

info@kempfh.com
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com

Memorial Celebration

AUG 16. 12:30 PM (ET)

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services
24585 Evergreen Rd

Southfield, MI 48075

(248) 702-5367

info@kempfh.com
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com
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Tribute Wall

View and Download the Funeral Program

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services - August 14, 2024 at 01:27 PM

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services created a Webcast in
memory of James Baxter

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services - August 16, 2024 at 12:33 PM

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the
family of James Baxter.

August 14, 2024 at 05:24 PM

The Social Work Team at Emerg Holdings planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of James Baxter.

The Social Work Team at Emerg Holdings - August 14, 2024 at 05:24 PM


https://storage.lifetributes.com/Tributes/7789226/pdf/funeral-program.pdf?cb=5fae9759-5714-4369-a582-a5b6a918ac77
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1414&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Our collective prayers to all of the Baxter Family in honor of the life
lived of your son, brother, Father and friend. Rest in peace.

Brothers Standing Strong and Tall after more than 50 years together
Butch P, Carver W, Charles W, E K A, Luther C, Mike B, Mike T, and
Knoote

talbott - August 13, 2024 at 11:23 AM
Coworker of Mr. James at Firebolt. It was a pleasure to work with

you. We loved sitting with you in your truck at lunch time. God rest
your soul. See you later my guy!

Alexis Boyd - August 12, 2024 at 07:56 AM

God needed another strong oak tree to I
provide shade for His garden; so He looked

down upon and selected James. Look to the '
heavens and smile - for there he is - still “
watching over his family, still doing what

needs to be done, still praising God!!

Paulette (Felton) Fitzhugh Walker

Paulette (Felton) Fitzhugh Walker - August 11, 2024 at 03:06 AM



God called you home), . LaVeta Browne 1

LaVeta Browne - August 10, 2024 at 05:59 PM

The Greer Family purchased the Arrive in Style
for the family of James Baxter.

The Greer Family - August 09, 2024 at 07:45 PM

The Greer Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James Baxter.

The Greer Family - August 09, 2024 at 07:45 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of James Baxter.

August 09, 2024 at 06:40 PM
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Jessica Greer Sangobowale planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of James Baxter.

Jessica Greer Sangobowale - August 09, 2024 at 06:40 PM

Sandra and family purchased the Days of Sunshi
ne Bouquet for the family of James Baxter.

Sandra and family - August 09, 2024 at 02:27 PM

Sandra and family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James Baxter.

Sandra and family - August 09, 2024 at 02:27 PM
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