
Elizabeth Knox
November 14, 1942 - July 11, 2025

Elizabeth Jean Robbins Knox, affectionately known to many as “Liz,” was born
on November 14, 1942, in Midway, Alabama. She was the oldest of five
children born to the late Clarence Robbins, Sr. and Ruth M. Robbins. She was
raised in a home which valued education, family, and service. During her
childhood, Liz attended Hayes Hill Elementary and Merritt High School in
Midway. 
On December 14, 1968, Liz married her husband, the love of her life, James
R. Knox Jr. To this union, a loving daughter was born, Cassandra Celeste
Knox. They were married for 37 years until James’ transition in 2005. 

 Liz pursued her higher education at Alabama A&M College, Huntsville,
Alabama, earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Education. Her
professional career as an educator started when she received her teaching
certification from the State of Alabama and taught at Clayton County High
School, Clayton, Alabama. She later received her certification from the State
of Michigan and taught in Detroit Public Schools for the remainder of her
career. Liz taught classes in computer science, social studies, and typing. She
kept her skills current by attending courses at Wayne State University. 
Liz’s successful and celebrated career spanned over 3 decades until her
retirement in 1999. She was a member of several teachers’ organizations
including the Detroit Federation of Teachers, the American Federal of
Teachers, the National Business Education Association, and the Michigan
Association of Retired School Personnel. In 1990, Liz was awarded a



Certificate of Appreciation by the Governor of Michigan for her commitment to
innovation and positive change in education. In 1992, she was awarded the
Detroit Public School’s Excellence in Teaching Award for her outstanding
performance at Farwell Middle School. In addition, Liz was an exceptional
grant writer, helping her schools receive private and federal funding
throughout her career. 

 Liz was baptized as a Jehovah's Witness on January 1, 1972. She loved the
ministry and wanted to share her love for Jehovah. She became a regular
pioneer on September 1, 2008, and had the privilege to attend her first
pioneer school in 2009. Liz continued to pioneer for over 17 years until her
death. 

 Liz was a loving wife, dedicated mother, and grandmother. She had many
friends and co-workers who admired her charisma, generosity, kindness,
dedication, and classic style of fashion. She possessed quiet strength and
strived for excellence in all aspects of her life. She instilled in her family a
strong faith in Jehovah, a sense of pride, and a commitment to sound
character and integrity. All with a positive spirit that was embraced with love.
Her love for her family, friends, and faith community had no bounds. 
Liz was preceded in death by her husband James R. Knox Jr., and two
brothers, Clarence Robbins Jr. and Willie E. Robbins. Liz leaves to cherish her
memory; a loving and devoted daughter, Cassandra Celeste (Darby) Settles,
a granddaughter, Kayla Bryanna Upshaw, two sisters, Dorothy Williams, and
Gwendolyn (Joe D., Sr.) Howze. a sister-in-law Marchella Knox, and a host of
nieces, nephews, relatives, and friends. 
May Jehovah keep her in his loving memory



Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 25. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services
24585 Evergreen Rd
Southfield, MI 48075
(248) 702-5367
info@kempfh.com
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com

Family and Friends Hour

JUL 26. 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM (ET)

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witness
21950 W. 14 Mile Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301

Funeral Service

JUL 26. 1:30 PM (ET)

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witness
21950 W. 14 Mile Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301

mailto:info@kempfh.com
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/
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The Lawton Family - July 25, 2025 at 08:59 AM

The Lawton Family purchased the Medium Dish
Garden for the family of Elizabeth Knox.

Ebony Fareed - July 24, 2025 at 07:47 PM

Wow…. Words can’t describe how shocked I am. Not Ms. Knox the
beautiful and jazzy lady always stayed looking flawless no matter
where she was going. She was light of the room with her sweet and
sassy soul. I will truly, miss Ms. Elizabeth Knox  love you
and rest in peace beautiful. 

VR
Vera Robbins-Shaffer - July 25, 2025 at 08:12 AM

Condolences to the family of Elizabeth Knox, my prayers are with you
and your family.

T&L nails family - July 24, 2025 at 04:46 PM

T&L nails family purchased the Simply Elegant S
pathiphyllum for the family of Elizabeth Knox.

https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Ms. Anne Cunningham - July 24, 2025 at 06:18 AM

My Sincere Condolences to the family. !! 
Anne Cunningham, Clinton, MD.

R. Keith Williams and family - July 22, 2025 at 11:58 PM

R. Keith Williams and family purchased the Arrive
in Style for the family of Elizabeth Knox.

Dawn Holmes - July 22, 2025 at 04:23 PM

Dawn Holmes purchased the Simply Elegant Spa
thiphyllum for the family of Elizabeth Knox.

https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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mike garin - July 22, 2025 at 03:07 PM

Dear Cassandra, 
  

I was so sorry to hear about your mother’s passing. Please accept
my heartfelt condolences. It’s been a privilege to care for both you
and your mom over the years, and I always appreciated how kind,
gracious, and warm your family is. 

  
Elizabeth faced her illness with great strength, and her love for you
was always clear. I hope you’re finding comfort in the memories you
shared together and in the support of those around you. 

  
You and your family are in my thoughts. 

  
Warm regards, 

 Dr Mike Garin

Mark & the paintets - July 22, 2025 at 06:37 AM

Mark & the paintets purchased the Arrive in Style
for the family of Elizabeth Knox.

https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Debera Scott - July 20, 2025 at 11:27 PM

5 files added to the tribute wall

JACQUELINE LEE - July 19, 2025 at 05:18 PM

Cassandra and Kayla; Thinking of you and praying for comfort ..
Love Aunt Jackie , Jessica and Quinn

PD

Patricia Dysard - July 22, 2025 at 07:00 PM

My deepest condolences are extended to you, Cassandra, on the loss
of your mother. Liz was a long-time friend and co-worker. We shared
adjoining rooms at Farwell Middle School. I cannot forget her
impeccable wardrobe and unpretentious spirit. “To be absent in the
body is to be present with the Lord.” 

  
God bless you, 

 Patricia Dysard


