Dr. David Lee Garrett Jr.

September 22, 1944 - December 30, 2019

Dr. Garrett passed peacefully Monday evening December 30, 2019. Services
honoring Dr. Garrett are listed below and please feel free to leave notes of
condolences for the family on our online register book.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you make donations to the following
organizations:

The National Kidney Foundation of Michigan
1169 Oak Valley Drive
Ann Arbor, M|l 48108

Morehouse College--Detroit Alumni Association

Envelopes for each are available at Kemp Funeral Home.

Dr. David L. Garrett, Jr. was born in San Antonio, TX on September 22, 1944
to David and Callie Garrett, who preceded him in death. He was the eldest of
four children. The family was raised in Longview, TX, where David displayed
prodigious talent as a scholar and mathematician. After graduating high
school, he enrolled at Morehouse College in Atlanta, GA and graduated with a
B.S. degree in Chemistry in 1967, the last graduating class of the esteemed
Dr. Benjamin E. Mays.



David adored Morehouse College. While there, he earned the Merrill
European Fellow and studied abroad at the Université de Nantes for 2 years,
where he became fluent in French. Also, he was considered one of “McBay’s
Boys,” Morehouse students who earned their Ph.D., under the tutelage of Dr.
Henry C. McBay, Professor of Chemistry. He graduated circa 1967 Magna
Cum Laude maijoring in Chemistry with a minor in Mathematics. Upon leaving
Morehouse, he earned his Master of Science in 1969 and his Ph.D. in
Physical Chemistry at the University of lowa in 1972, and then his Master of
Business Administration from Michigan State University in 1981.

David began his professional career as a physical chemist at Kodak in
Rochester, NY. From there, he began a long career in the automotive industry
where he worked for Ford Motor Company for several years and ultimately
joined General Motors, and finally Delphi Automotive Group from where he
retired in 2007. David was a scientist through and through, who held several
senior executive roles throughout his career. His positions included Chemist,
Principle Research Associate, Chief Engineer, Proving Grounds Manager, and
Advanced Development Director. He was a pioneer in his field, a proud
mentor, thought leader and innovator in chemical engineering sciences,
holding four patents from his research work. David had a special skill for
recruiting top notch African American talent into GM / Delphi. During his
career, he also taught chemistry classes at Rochester Institute of Technology,
Wayne State University, and Lawrence Institute of Technology.

David became a member of the Graduate Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc., Theta Omicron Chapter of Rochester, NY on May 18, 1974.
His brotherhood was one that he was extremely proud of and represented
everywhere he went.

David was a man with many diverse interests. He was passionate about golf,



arranging trips with his friends to destination courses in several states. He
played baseball at Morehouse College. He watched a lot of football, and
remained a loyal, but eternally frustrated, Detroit Lions fan, but his favorite
team was “The Dallas Cowboys.”

David was a man of action. He started a golf league and the senior bridge
club at Hope Church. He was a thirty-year member of The Moors. He was so
fond of this Detroit men’s social club he sponsored several men for
membership. He was a fierce advocate for education ... And he walked the
walk. David was appointed to the Board of Education for Birmingham Public
Schools, and in 1994 was the first African American elected the Birmingham
School Board, where he served for 13 years.

He was also very funny. David was known for speaking volumes without
uttering a single word. His facial expressions (and those eyebrows) said it all!
He was an armchair political pundit, clocking countless hours watching
MSNBC. He enjoyed the simple pleasures of good food, the wonder of
science, and the precise nature of mathematics. David also loved children ...
all children. He was always eager to play, joke, show affection, quiz and teach
every child and he encountered. He would wax poetic and tell them ALL how
they should attend Morehouse or Spelman.

David found his strength and compass in the Lord. He was baptized at a
young age at St. Mark CME Church in Longview, TX, was a member of Carter
CME, in Detroit, later joining Hope United Methodist Church of Southfield,
where he continued to witness his faith. At Hope, he was a Sunday School
teacher, and served as Superintendent. He was also active in The Higher
Education Campus ministry and The United Methodist Men.

David went peacefully home to the Lord on December 30, 2019 surrounded



by his devoted wife, children, and close friends.



Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 9. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services
24585 Evergreen Rd

Southfield, MI 48075

(248) 702-5367

info@kempfh.com
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com

Family Hour

JAN 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Hope United Methodist Church
26275 Northwestern Highway
Southfield, MI 48076

Funeral Service

JAN 10. 11:00 AM (ET)

Hope United Methodist Church
26275 Northwestern Highway
Southfield, MI 48076


mailto:info@kempfh.com
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

Dr. David Lee Garrett Jr.

September 27, 2022 at 08:40 PM

Dr. David Lee Garrett Jr.

September 27, 2022 at 06:52 PM

Dr. David Garett was a mentor to me at Delphi automotive. He
mentored me on how to strategically build a career as a young
African American female executive. He lended his office to tears
and a swift talk when injustice would stand in my corporate path. He
loved and was so proud of his wife and children, through his
conversations he gave real life examples of a great husband, father
and community servant. By sharing the successes of his family, he
indirectly became a mentor on how | would become a successful
wife and mother. | thank Dr. Garrett for being available, honest and
direct. He enriched my life and | am grateful. Time is a healer may
God continue to bless your family.

Deborah J. Evans - November 21, 2021 at 07:18 AM
| had not seen David in many years, but | remember him from St.
Mark CME Church in Longview. God Bless you all.

Maricia Cooper Johns - January 31, 2020 at 12:59 AM



Matt 5:4

“Blessed are those who mourn,for they will be comforted. “
Our prayers are with you at this difficult time.

Norbert and Jan Glover

Norbert Glover - January 09, 2020 at 09:41 PM

On behalf of the Beaumont Transplant Team, please accept our
condolences on David's passing. He was a wonderful man, and | so
enjoyed when he would come to the office for his transplant visits.
He always brought a smile to my face. | have thought about him
often over the years and will always remember him as the gentle
man that he was. May you be comforted in wonderful memories at
this difficult time.

Kelly Hendrix - January 09, 2020 at 02:56 PM

Dave Garrett, A man with a great big heart!

When leaving Texas for a new Chemist position with BASF in
Wyandotte MI, his sister Jean gave me Dave's number & said give
him a call when you get to Detroit. Not knowing me, Dave drove
downriver to help me with an emergency. We maintained a
friendship for over 30 years. Dave & Carter Gilmer helped me
recruit Blacks to fill internships at BASF. Helping young people
advance & excel was always in Dave's DNA. My Renaissance
golfing friend was also just a good old Texan.

Michael D. Fleming

Michael Fleming - January 09, 2020 at 01:33 PM



Ken Kalathil.

Neighbour.

We are saddened by his departure so soon. Dr. Garret was always
willing to engage in discussion of interesting topics including politics.
We will missing him a lot.

Philomina and Ken.

Ken Kalathil - January 09, 2020 at 11:09 PM

Our prayers and condolences are lifted for this family. Dr. Garrett
was a loyan to Christian Education in the church for some faithful
years.

Rev. Marshall Murphy Jr. - January 09, 2020 at 07:45 AM

Rev. Marshall Murphy Jr. lit a candle in ]

memory of Dr. David Lee Garrett Jr.

Rev. Marshall Murphy Jr. - January 09, 2020 at 07:42 AM

Alberta I'm so sorry to learn of David's passing. | have great
memories of serving on the BPS board with David. He carried a
quiet wisdom which helped all of us become better stewards of the
district.

Robert Lawrence - January 07, 2020 at 12:24 PM
It is a loss for our neighbourhood . My hats off to Mrs Alberta Garret
to bear the struggle of his sickness and stay strong . Govilas

Veena Govila - January 05, 2020 at 06:41 PM



