
Claude James Triplett
July 7, 1929 - May 17, 2022

To follow Mr. Triplett's request, there will be no traditional funeral service, but
there will be a "Toast in Remembrance of Claude J. Triplett," Saturday, July 9,
2022, 2:00-5:00pm at his former residence, 15801 Providence Drive, #8E,
Southfield, MI 48075. All are welcome. 

 

In Loving Memory of: 
 

Claude James Triplett (affectionately known as CJ III) was born on July 7,
1929, in the Minnieville community located near Woodbridge, Virginia to John
Weaver Triplett and Anita Virginia Thomas. He was the third child and oldest
son of seven children. The family lived in Alexandria, Virginia, where he
graduated from Parker Gray High School. 
After high school, he served in the Army’s 7th Military Police Company in the
Second Army Area during the Korean Conflict. He received an Honorable
Discharge as a Service Disabled Veteran and was decorated with the Korean
and United Nation Meritorious Service Medals. 

 Recognizing the importance of education and taking advantage of the GI bill,
he enrolled in West Virginia State College and earned a B.S. in Industrial Arts
Education. Upon graduation he and his college sweetheart Marie Catheryn
White married and moved to Detroit to start their teaching careers. 

 Claude continued his education at Wayne State University, earning a M.E. in



Vocational Administration and Ed. Sp. in Administration Supervision. His many
assignments included Assistant Principal and Principal at Condon Jr. High
School, Principal at Chadsey High School, and Director of Golightly Technical
Center and Randolph Technical Center. He had a reputation of “taking no
nonsense” and mentored countless students, guiding them toward vocational
careers in the industrial arts. 
During his career he served on the executive board of OSAS and board of
directors of the Black United Fund; was a member of the Urban League, Inc.
and Phi Delta Kappa, and advisory member of the Detroit Sex Equity Project.
He was named Outstanding Vocational Administrator by VICA and
Outstanding Vocational Educator by MDEA. 
Known to his family and friends for his commanding and loving presence,
Claude was a spirited, gregarious, and fun-loving host to those who were
fortunate enough to be his friend. He enjoyed traveling, especially to Florida
and the Caribbean, and realized a lifelong goal of visiting all fifty states. 
Claude passed away peacefully on May 17, 2022, at Angela Hospice Care
Center. He is preceded in death by his daughter Teresa (Terri) Marie Triplett,
brothers Albert Triplett, John Triplett, and Oswald Triplett and sister Jennie
Triplett Harris. He leaves to cherish his memory: longtime partner and devoted
caregiver Barbara Swann; his sisters Phyllis Bickham and Jean Kennedy;
children Claudia Dion Triplett DeBose (Andre), and Rodney Smith; and
grandsons Brenden Joseph DeBose and Elliott Claude DeBose, cousins,
nieces, nephews, and a bevy of beloved extended family and friends. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to St. Joseph’s Catholic Church (c/o
Rev. Donald Fest, SSJ) 711 North Columbus Street, Alexandria, VA 22314) or
Angela Hospice (14100 Newburgh Road, Livonia, MI 48154)
angelahospice.org in memory of Claude J. Triplett.



Cemetery Details

Arlington National Cemetery

Arlington , VA

Previous Events

A Toast In Remembrance

JUL 9. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

Claude J. Triplett's former home
15801 Providence Drive 

 Unit 8E
Southfield, MI 48075
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May 12, 2023 at 12:00 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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RODNEY C TUREAUD - July 10, 2024 at 11:13 PM

MY FRIEND AND FUNNY AS HELL. I MISS MY BUDDY.ROD
TUREAUD

May 12, 2023 at 12:00 AM

Claude James Triplett

September 27, 2022 at 08:40 PM

Claude James Triplett

September 27, 2022 at 06:52 PM

Claude James Triplett
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June 28, 2022 at 10:09 PM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Claude James Triplett.

Lynn M. White Long - June 28, 2022 at 10:01 AM

My Uncle Trip was a good and I can even say great man. He loved
his family dearly and he loved my Aunt Marie, my 2nd mom. He
would either come to WV on all holidays or we would come to
Detroit. And I went to Detroit every summer growing up. He treated
me like his own and he would pick on me constantly. Gently
smacking me around and we’d be playing and he has such a hearty
laugh. He called me “Linda” even though my name was Lynn. As we
aged and grew up and moved away, he even came to visit me in
Minnesota when he was there. I will miss him and love him always
because he always showed me love. Rest In Peace, my Uncle.
From your Linda.

June 28, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Claude
James Triplett.

https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.kempfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 28, 2022 at 12:00 AM

My Uncle Trip was a good and I can even say great man. He loved
his family dearly and he loved my Aunt Marie, my 2nd mom. He
would either come to WV on all holidays or we would come to
Detroit. And I went to Detroit every summer growing up. He treated
me like his own and he would pick on me constantly. Gently
smacking me around and we'd be playing and he has such a hearty
laugh. He called me Linda even though my name was Lynn. As we
aged and grew up and moved away, he even came to visit me in
Minnesota when he was there. I will miss him and love him always
because he always showed me love. Rest In Peace, my Uncle.
From your Linda.

June 04, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Claudia DeBose is following this tribute.

Patricia Gold - May 29, 2022 at 09:44 AM

2 files added to the album Condon Staff reunion 9/8/2012

May 29, 2022 at 12:00 AM

2 files added to the album Condon Staff reunion 982012
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Patricia Gold (Rasmussen back then) - May 27, 2022 at 08:32 PM

Mr. Triplett (as I knew him) was principal at Condon Middle School
when I began teaching there way back in 1972. I had much to learn
about maintaining my high standards for student behavior while also
developing the thick skin necessary to not take said behavior
personally. Especially in my first few years at Condon, I would go
into his office to discuss various disciplinary issues, and he would
patiently push his box of Kleenex across his desk for me because
often I would cry tears of indignation. But he believed in me and my
high academic standards, and he gave me leeway to develop
practice tests to prepare our kids for what were then the CAT tests,
always asking me to let him take them too to see what they were
showing the kids what they needed to know how to do on those
tests 

 --such as how to decipher reading the punctuation of simple
analogies. If he gave a compliment, it was sincere and well-earned.
He supported the staff. I and the rest of the staff always felt
confident that he was steering the Condon ship in the right direction.
I learned from him. I respected and trusted him. And he respected
and trusted me. What more could one ask for in an administrator?
Mr. Triplett, I am sure you are standing upright and proud in heaven,
dressed immaculately as always, clipboard in hand. Keep all those
angels in check, sir. I hope to see you again. And I hope I still make
you proud.
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May 27, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Mr. Triplett (as I knew him) was principal at Condon Middle School
when I began teaching there way back in 1972. I had much to learn
about maintaining my high standards for student behavior while also
developing the thick skin necessary to not take said behavior
personally. Especially in my first few years at Condon, I would go
into his office to discuss various disciplinary issues, and he would
patiently push his box of Kleenex across his desk for me because
often I would cry tears of indignation. But he believed in me and my
high academic standards, and he gave me leeway to develop
practice tests to prepare our kids for what were then the CAT tests,
always asking me to let him take them too to see what they were
showing the kids what they needed to know how to do on those
tests --such as how to decipher reading the punctuation of simple
analogies. If he gave a compliment, it was sincere and well-earned.
He supported the staff. I and the rest of the staff always felt
confident that he was steering the Condon ship in the right direction.
I learned from him. I respected and trusted him. And he respected
and trusted me. What more could one ask for in an administrator
Mr. Triplett, I am sure you are standing upright and proud in heaven,
dressed immaculately as always, clipboard in hand. Keep all those
angels in check, sir. I hope to see you again. And I hope I still make
you proud.

Debra White-Hunt - May 23, 2022 at 10:05 AM

Mr. Triplett was a family friend. He was also a teacher when I was a
student at Condon, and then later I worked as a teacher at Condon
when he was principal. He was a lot of fun, but also very strict, lol.
He gave great advice that I remember to this day, and I recall
spirited conversations when we had generational differences of
opinions and debates, lol. I enjoyed knowing Mr. Triplett and was so
sad to hear he had passed. My condolences to the family. May he
Rest In Peace. 
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May 23, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Mr. Triplett was a family friend. He was also a teacher when I was a
student at Condon, and then later I worked as a teacher at Condon
when he was principal. He was a lot of fun, but also very strict, lol.
He gave great advice that I remember to this day, and I recall
spirited conversations when we had generational differences of
opinions and debates, lol. I enjoyed knowing Mr. Triplett and was so
sad to hear he had passed. My condolences to the family. May he
Rest In Peace. dancerskin-tone-4

Paula Bickham - May 19, 2022 at 12:09 PM

1 file added to the album Uncle Claude with his brothers.

May 19, 2022 at 12:00 AM

1 file added to the album Uncle Claude with his brothers.

Elwood Collins - May 18, 2022 at 06:32 PM

Claude J. Triplett, was a very good friend ,I met him over 35 years
ago, He taught me many things about life in general. He would
always expect the best of people. He became a mentor showing me
things that increased the likelihood of being a successful
businessman. I will miss him greatly. He will sleep until the Jah
calls. Elwood
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Clara Sumeghy - May 18, 2022 at 05:12 PM

Mr. Triplett was an excellent neighbor. He was a no nonsense man,
kind, practical and loving. He worked hard for the community he
lived in and will be greatly missed. 
C. Sumeghy

Debra DeBose - May 18, 2022 at 11:41 AM

CJ III was one of a kind! I will always remember his kindnesses and
hospitality extended to me. Whenever I needed advice or called him
with a household problem, i.e., clogged garbage disposal, he
provided the solution or the person with the solution. If you were
lucky enough to be considered his friend, there was nothing he
would not do for you. HIs generosity knew no bounds. Always the
consummate host, his home was warm, welcoming and full of joy. I
will miss his good-natured teasing and him calling me "the outlaw".
His larger than life presence will be missed by many. 
 
Deepest condolences to his family and friends. 
Debra DeBose

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services - May 18, 2022 at 09:41 AM

1 file added to the album College Graduation Photo

DM
Donald milledgejr - May 18, 2022 at 05:49 PM

Use to be my family teacher and principal good man
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May 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM

1 file added to the album College Graduation Photo

May 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM

CJ III was one of a kind! I will always remember his kindnesses and
hospitality extended to me. Whenever I needed advice or called him
with a household problem, i.e., clogged garbage disposal, he
provided the solution or the person with the solution. If you were
lucky enough to be considered his friend, there was nothing he
would not do for you. HIs generosity knew no bounds. Always the
consummate host, his home was warm, welcoming and full of joy. I
will miss his good-natured teasing and him calling me the outlaw.
His larger than life presence will be missed by many. Deepest
condolences to his family and friends. Debra DeBose

May 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Mr. Triplett was an excellent neighbor. He was a no nonsense man,
kind, practical and loving. He worked hard for the community he
lived in and will be greatly missed. C. Sumeghy

May 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Claude J. Triplett, was a very good friend ,I met him over 35 years
ago, He taught me many things about life in general. He would
always expect the best of people. He became a mentor showing me
things that increased the likelihood of being a successful
businessman. I will miss him greatly. He will sleep until the Jah
calls. Elwood
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May 18, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Use to be my family teacher and principal good man

Kemp Funeral Home & Cremation Services - May 17, 2022 at 08:17 PM

2 files added to the album College Graduation Photo

May 17, 2022 at 12:00 AM

2 files added to the album College Graduation Photo


